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Opening a Canadian bank account from Nigeria 

 

A lot of people carry their money in cash and open accounts when they land. 

However if you choose to use the bank approach: 

1. You already have a Canadian bank account. 

 

a. Use your Nigerian domiciliary account to transfer. You will get the Swift code for your 

Canadian bank together with the bank code and your account number and give to your 

Nigerian bank to use and effect an FX wire/funds transfer for you from your Nigerian dorm 

account to your Canadian account (here). 

 
b. Use international money transfer bodies to transfer from your regular Nigerian account to 

your Canadian account. 

 
2. You don't have a Canadian bank account. 

 

I think RBC (Royal bank of Canada) is the only bank with which a non-yet-landed permanent 

resident can completely open an account from abroad. With some of the other banks, you can 

start the opening remotely but will need to land to complete the opening. 

 
For RBC, go to their site (here) and contact them. They will explain you the process to 

transfer your money. However, I believe you only be able to access your money when you 

land. 
 

 

 
 

What Should I Wear as a First Time Traveler to Canada? 

 

For your trip, you can wear light sweaters or cardigans but pack your winter jacket on top of 

your luggage. This is because you need your hands free to carry your hand luggage and it 

might be too warm to dress up in them but once you land, you can retrieve your winter 

jackets/head warmer/neck scarves at baggage claim and wear if it's a really cold day. If it's 

not that cold, you can put them back on top of your luggage. Canvas or tennis shoes are okay, 



you won't be doing any trekking and ice might not have formed at that time of the year on the 

streets. A taxi or your host will get you to your destination from the airport. Have a safe trip. 
 

 

Tips For Those People Who Will Be Landing in Winter 

 

I have a quick tip for those that’ll be landing in winter especially if you will be using the 

public transport, either temporarily or on a regular basis. This tip is borne from my personal 

experience. 

 
1. Understand Google Map 

Download it on your phone if you don't have it already. Learn how to use and interpret the 

map. It is one of the most essential tools here. 

 
2. Understand the Transit system 

If you are going to a place and you use google map to ask for direction, you will be given a 

range of options for your transit. For those of us that will be using the bus, you will be given 

walking direction to the nearest bus stop and also the bus(es) ID/Number you need to take. 

For example you can be told to take 40 Northbound - 40N bus. Please don't take 40 

Southbound - 40S bus o. I did this a few times before getting used to it. It is also advisable to 

note the bus stop you are going to stop because the buses no get reverse. In fact, also note the 

bus stop before the one you are going, so that you will have ample time to pull the rope. 

 
Also, at the bus stops/stations, always make sure to check that you are at the right spot. 

Sometimes you will have many stops around same area or different platforms in the same 

station. Imagine waiting for a bus for several minutes only to see it going in a different 

direction. It is painful o. Sometimes you will have to wait another 30 minutes or more for the 

next bus. 

 
3. Planning / Management 

Planning is a survival skill here o. No one wants to spend 30 minutes in a -35c temperature 

waiting for a bus. I have been there. No matter how much khaki you put for body, it is never 

pleasant. It is essential that you plan your route. Before leaving the house, check with google 

map the available options for your transit. Consider the travel time, the number of buses you 

need to take and also the range of bus choices for each option. I would advise that no matter 

which option you choose, don't get to the bus stop/terminal earlier than 5 minutes to bus 

arrival time. 

 
It is best in most cases to choose the option with the least number of buses so that your lay- 



over time will be minimal. You should also consider your bus choices. This means that for a 

single route, google can tell you that you can take bus A or bus B or bus C, this should be 

your favorite choice especially if that is for a connecting route, because that means that if A 

doesn't show up in time, you can take B or C. 

 
4. Capping it all 

We have come from a tropical weather condition; it is normal that our body will not be suited 

to the condition at first. Always dress as warm as possible. Don't copy some other people. 

Wear winter socks, if possible double it. Wear thermal underwear especially for the legs, get 

a long john. If you don't have long john, wear at least 2 trousers. Wear winter shoes, winter 

jacket, head warmer, and good winter gloves. Also, be careful when walking on snow. Avoid 

the black/dirty ones, walk on the white snows. Stay safe. 
 

 

 

 

Sending Money to Your Loved Ones 

 
1. http://www.moneytangle.ca/ 

 

 

2. https://www.worldremit.com/

http://www.moneytangle.ca/
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SHORT STAY ACCOMMODATION 

 

For sure you must arrange a 'short-stay' accommodation prior to your landing. The necessity 

of which cannot be overemphasized more. If you have friends/relatives, they can be 

approached for the same, if you do not have anyone, the following is recommended: 

 

 
1) Toronto: 

1) http://www.safehomestay.com/ 

2) http://www.staystudio6.com/ 

*Both provide a/port pick-up services. The places are used by many satisfactorily. 

 

 
Vancouver: 

a) http://www.budgetpathotel.bc.ca/ 

b) http://www.ywcahotel.com/ 

c) http://www.welcomebc.ca 

d) http://www.rentbc.com 
 

 

 

AirBnB: 

 

Look out for temporary accommodation (AirBnB) before you land in Canada as it could 

take weeks to find a suitable apartment. You need to consider some factors which will be 

discussed before going for a suitable/permanent apartment. I recommend (AirBnB: 

https://www.airbnb.ca/) for your temporary apartment. I have used it several times when 

visiting a new country because I find cheap deals compared to a hotel room. 

 

 
Watch this practical video on Temporary accommodation for new Immigrants in Canada: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XpBU_2aZZqk 

http://www.safehomestay.com/
http://www.staystudio6.com/
http://www.budgetpathotel.bc.ca/
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HOUSE RENTAL: 

 

The best way to do house hunting [long-term accommodation.] is to land at Canada & then 

start searching. Word of mouth & Bulletin Boards are a great ‘real-time' source. Look out the 

proximity to the bus stations, Church/Mosque, Grocery stores, Malls and your school due to 

Winter period and if you have a Car, ask the landlord to show you as some times the houses 

don’t have parking space for the number of tenants they take in. 

 
 

We cannot condone the importance of the web. Use any or all of the websites listed 

below to search for yourself as they enable you to be able to get a place according to your 

budget for various kinds of accommodation in any Canadian province. Some of the good 

sites to search for an apartment [there are many] could be: 

 
 

http://www.hometrader.ca (Good site) 

http://www.capreit.com (Property Management Services) 

http://www.kijiji.ca (Good Classifieds site) 

http://www.mls.ca (Mother of all) 

https://4rent.ca/ 

https://www.rentfaster.ca/ 

https://www.trovit.ca/ 

https://www.kijiji.ca/ 

https://www.craigslist.ca/about/sites 

http://www.apartmate.ca/ 

https://www.padmapper.com/apartmets/ 

http://www.viewit.ca/ 

https://www.rentcompass.com/ 

https://condos.ca/ 

http://www.rentseeker.ca/ 

 

Watch this practical video on how to search for apartment by yourself: 
 

i) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=llBXdaystMU 
 

ii) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cgi0DdpQU7s 
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BANKING: 

 

Banking in Canada, is considered as one of the safest in the world. The banking system here, 

is very convenient and extremely reliable. I must add that IT IS EXTREMELY HASSLE 

FREE, quite different from the way it is back in Nigeria. You really do not have to break a 

sweat to do a banking transaction over here. Now, how cool is that? 

If you are technologically savvy, you will really enjoy doing online banking transactions. 

Don't worry if you're not, it's pretty easy to get a hang of, very user friendly too. Once you 

figure it out, you will be more than pleased. 

 
Banking jobs are also one of the easiest to get. There are always openings or vacancies, if 

you have the right qualifications / certifications / experience, and you are ready to put in the 

work required, you can actually get yourself a job in one of these banks. 

 

 

Top 5 Banks in Canada are: 
 

1. Royal Bank of Canada (RBC) 

2. Toronto-Dominion Bank (TD) 

3. Bank of Nova Scotia (Scotia Bank) 

4. Bank of Montreal (BMO) 

5. Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce (CIBC) 

 

Some of these banks, let you open accounts before you come, but of course you must meet all 

their terms & conditions. You can also open your account when you get here. 

 
Besides, you can also pre-open a Canadian Bank a/c from your home country [not all, Dubai, 

India etc.] through Scotiabank, SBI & *ICICI Bank. I have posted details about it earlier 

here: http://www.canadavisa.com/canada-immigration-discussion-board/-t34013.0.html 
 

*ICICI Bank offers one of the cheapest a/c charges. But unfortunately, both ICICI & SBI 

have very limited presence in Canada. 

http://www.canadavisa.com/canada-immigration-discussion-board/-t34013.0.html


 
SIN CARDS: 

 

After 'landing' we'll have to visit the nearest Services Canada Office for the SIN Card. We 

get the SIN No. immediately as a 'print-out' -signed & stamped upon applying, the same day, 

the same time. That'd suffice for all our further actions in Canada, viz Job Search, Bank a/c, 

House Hunting etc. The card shall come to us in approx. 3 weeks. For its collection -ditto 

applies as above, for the PR Cards. 

 
NOTE: Remember, we don't need the SIN Card for anything. Only the SIN No. Which we'll 

get the same time as we apply for it. It'd be wise to visit Services Canada Office the very next 

day upon arrival. 

 
IMPORTANT NOTE: 

Both PR Card & SIN Cards are Federal documents. Meaning? One card for the entire nation - 

Canada. 

 

 
HEALTH CARDS: 

 

Health is a provincial matter. It is NOT FEDERAL. Thus, if you change provinces, you'll 

have to AGAIN get that province's Health Card. And the waiting period* shall apply. Of 

course, a previous province's health card remains valid for few days/months in another 

province, but not all benefits could be availed. 

 
The Waiting Period: 

As I know, Alberta [eg. Calgary, Edmonton etc] & Manitoba [eg. Winnipeg] are the Only 

provinces where there is NO WAITING period for the Health Insurance. In other provinces 

there is waiting time to get the Health Benefits’. In Ontario [eg. Toronto, Ottawa etc.] it is 3 

months. 

 
Temporary Health Coverage: 

It's wise to obtain a 'temporary' health coverage before you fly. Off course not required if you 

are going to Alberta or Manitoba. That temp. coverage shall come in the way of "Travel 

Insurance", which you can obtain from ANY insurance company in your homeland. The 

costs depend on the length of coverage. Usually, we should take it for 3-4 months, as that is 

the waiting time in all provinces. 



FAMILY DOCTOR 

A family doctor is also called general practitioner (GP). Family doctors are usually the first 

doctors to diagnose and treat most medical problems. If you need to see a specialist doctor, 

usually, you need a family doctor to refer you. Family doctors also order laboratory and other 

tests. 

 
Source: settlement.org 

 
Unlike in Nigeria, to see your family doctor in Canada you have to call your doctor’s office 

to book an appointment, it can take as long as 3 weeks or more, if you're lucky maybe a little 

shorter. It depends on what province you're in and the availability of Doctors. 

 
If you need to see your Doctor urgently, you can let them know how serious it is and if you're 

lucky again you might get an early appointment. There are also Walk in Clinics where you 

can go for immediate attention /treatments. 

 

 
GIVING BIRTH IN CANADA 

Canada is one of the few developed countries in the world that offers automatic citizenship to 

children born here, regardless of whether their parents are citizens, Permanent residents or 

not. 

 
A child born is Canada has the right to travel in and out of Canada and to 185 other countries 

& territories at any time and will not require any visa, as well as access to amazing benefits 

e.g free education. This Blue Passport is indeed very Powerful. 

 
If you as the parents, are not Canadian citizens or permanent residents, you have to go 

through the whole process of becoming Canadian Citizens through Immigration. The mere 

fact that you had your child in Canada does not make you an automatic citizen. You will also 

have to pay for all your medical expenses, as opposed to the free medical birth services you 

get as a Citizen or Permanent Resident. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



DOCUMENT REQUIRED FOR RELOCATING WITH YOUR CHILDREN TO CANADA 

Canada is one of the best countries in the world to raise a family. Once you decide to, you 

will need to get the following documents for your child: 

 

1. Immunization Records since birth. Please note that this must be duly signed and stamped by 

your Doctor. https://www.kidsnewtocanada.ca/screening/immunizations 
 

2. Original Birth Certificates, names, date of birth, must be same as on International passport 

/Permanent Residency Card. 

 
3. Educational Transcripts and Transfer Certificates, signed by school attended. (Optional, 

may come in handy so why not get it?) 

 
4. Catholic Baptismal Certificate (If you are Catholic or want your child / children to attend 

the Catholic Public Schools.) 

 
5. Extra Passport photographs. (Optional) 

 
You will need to show or submit, copies of these documents during the process of getting 

your child enrolled in school. The process of enrolling children in school is pretty hassle free. 

You can check school ratings online, read reviews, ask around about the schools, you can 

even schedule appointments to go and have a look at the schools before you make your final 

decision. 

 
It’s very important for you not to settle, go for whichever your heart is happy with. 

Remember part of the reason, if not the number one reason you are here in the first place is 

for these children. So, choosing the best schools for them should be a priority. 

 
 

ABOUT KID's SCHOOLING: 

 

Canada has 2 types of schools -the 'Public Schools' & the 'Catholic Schools'. There are some 

'ethnic' schools as well, but not for regular education. Most of our kids [say 70%] go to the 

Public Schools -this education is FREE. 

 
Usually, our kids will be accepted immediately into the *neighborhood school, whether we 

arrive mid-term or during a new session. There can be an 'entry test', but that's not for 

rejection -but for assessment of the extra care that the school need to provide to a kid. 

 
Even if our kids are not very good in either of the 2 Canadian official languages -English 

&/or French, by law a school is required to provide admission to our kids. 

 

https://www.kidsnewtocanada.ca/screening/immunizations


Each neighborhood will have their own Public School/s; and our kids are required to ONLY 

be admitted there. We have no choice on that. 



Some things to do after you land within your first 30 Days In 

Canada 

 
Here are things you should do, in no particular order: 

 
▪ Get your health plan of which ever province you are moving to. Note that it takes at 

least 3 months to get it so you may consider getting private insurance while you wait. 

 
▪ Get your driving license. Hire a private driving instructor to train you, even if you have 

decades of experience. Road rules are different here (sometimes weird) 

 
▪ Research the best schools in your city and enroll your kids. 

 
▪ Get a Presto card for commuting while you get your license sorted out. You can use it 

on local transit and GO trains and buses. Tap on and off you go. 

 
▪ Understand how price matching at groceries works and start doing it. You will 

experience very quickly that customer service in Canada rocks! And it’s a shame to see 

how some people abuse it. 

 
▪ Get a membership at COSTCO. Big savings on bulk grocery shopping. Helpful for big 

and small families. Just make sure you have cleared out some space for those massive 

jars and containers. 

 
▪ Open up a bank account. RBC have a great newcomer deal where they patiently 

explain the whole process and new banking terminology to you (“Fixed Deposits” are 

called “Guaranteed Investment Certificates” for example). TD bank have a great app 

called My Spend which automatically tracks and categorizes your spending. Handy for 

the thrifty. 

 
▪ When you get a credit card USE IT. Don’t use your debit card unless you have to. 

When you pay off your credit card on time it improves your credit score which will be 

important for you later when buying/renting homes and cars. 

 
▪ If you have kids, apply for Child tax benefits to get generous income from the 

government to support your kids (O Canada!) 

 
▪ Got big savings from your home country? Plan to save to a Registered Retirement 

Savings Plan (RRSP). You get a great tax return when you do this. 

 
▪ Want to save for your kids’ university education? Look into opening Registered 

Educations Savings Plan (RESP) to also get government grants to your child’s 



education. 

 
▪ Staying at an AirBNB? Find a realtor to get you the best deals on a house to rent (for 

now). It doesn’t cost you anything. They will get their commission from the landlord. 

 
▪ Too busy unpacking to cook? Register with Uber Eats or Skip The Dishes to order in. 

It will help you scan restaurants in your area that suit your palette. 

▪ Planning a direct flight back to your home country on Air Canada. Don’t forget to sign 

up for the Aeroplan rewards program to rack up those miles. 

 
▪ Choose a car and find three dealerships that sell it. Bargain for the best deal. Don’t be 

fooled by “No interest loans”. There is no such thing as no interest. They build the 

interest into the price. 

 
▪ Once you have a car, make sure you get road side assistance. CAA is popular, although 

my credit card also gets me access to my banks outsourced road side assistance 

service. 

 
▪ Research on the best deals for your car insurance. Insurance depends on risk factors 

tied to your age but also where you stay. Brampton has the highest car insurance rates. 

Being a new driver in Canada will also pinch your pocket. TD bank have an app called 

TD My Advantage that tracks your driving habits and discounts your premiums with 

them, based on how you score in your driving. 

 
▪ Buy winter tires. Recommended over all season tires. It’s a hassle to change on and off 

twice a year, but it’s worth it. Else you will discover how dangerous driving on the 

snow is the hard way. 

 
▪ If possible, wait till Boxing Day (Dec 26) to buy things like furniture and appliances. 

Super big massive sales at this time. 

 
▪ Rogers, Bell and TELUS are the big telecom companies here. There are cheaper 

alternatives. I suggest going for quality and use them to supply your mobile, internet 

and TV needs if you want reliable services. You get what you pay for. It is generally 

known that telco is comparatively expensive in Canada. 

 
▪ Start learning hockey, baseball and basketball. Else you will feel clueless and left out 

of many Canadian conversations. 

 
▪ Buy a good winter jacket. Be prepared to spend a little extra here. Get the boots and 

gloves too. I love my Canada Goose jacket and Columbia boots. 

 
▪ Join a local Facebook group that is linked to your area. Great source to get advice from 



real people. For example, I stay in Brampton, and my wife is part of a group called 

“Brampton Moms”. Use the group to get advice and referrals on anything you need. 

And contribute as well. Give and take. 

 
▪ Find and register with a family doctor. Use your Facebook group to ask for good 

doctors around. 

 
▪ Find a good dentist. Dental is not covered by government health care so you must take 

care of those pearly whites. The dentist I go to schedules and consistently reminds me 

about my checkups. Get dental insurance (through your company or otherwise) 

 
▪ Register for an online CRA account so you can receive tax notifications digitally. 

Online self-serve tax tools like Turbo tax can automatically pull your tax details from 

it, making filing your taxes a breeze. 

 
▪ Watch out for fake messages from the CRA warning you that you owe money. “Click 

here or call back to fix your problem else you will owe a lot of money”. Those 

messages are all fake targeting innocent newcomers. 



 

 

GOVERNMENT FUNDED PRE-ARRIVAL 

SERVICES 

 
To access the services, you need one of the following: 

 

An IRCC invitation letter to obtain pre-arrival services, 

A Confirmation of Permanent Residence (COPR) letter, 

A passport request letter that indicates Permanent Resident visa issuance, 

An IRCC request that an applicant for permanent residence complete medicals, 

A Single Entry Permanent Resident Visa, or 

A Permanent Resident Visa pick up notification letter 

 

 
FOR EVERYONE 

 
Access 

http://www.accesemployment.ca/index.php/job-seekers 
 
 

Next stop Canada 

http://nextstopcanada.ca/ 
 
 

CanPrep 

https://www.jvstoronto.org/pre-arrival/ 

 

Planning For Canada - Canadian Immigrant Integration program (CIIP) 

http://planningforcanada.ca/ 

Aeip 

https://aeipsuccess.ca/ 

SOPA 

http://www.arriveprepared.ca/ 

http://www.accesemployment.ca/index.php/job-seekers
http://nextstopcanada.ca/
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FOR IT 

GO Talent Canada 

http://www.ictc-ctic.ca/go-talent/ 

 

FOR SKILLED TRADES 

Build On: Pre-Arrival Trades in Ontario 

https://www.buildonbatit.com/en/Home 

 

FOR FRENCH SPEAKING 

Francophone 

https://www.vivreencb.ca/predepart/index?lang=en_US 

 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 

SETTLERS IN BC INTERESTED IN CONSTRUCTION 

https://www.bccassn.com/jobs-&-careers/bcca-integrating-newcomers/ 
 
 

NURSES 

pass 

https://pass4nurses.org/

http://www.ictc-ctic.ca/go-talent/
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